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Yes, it's been four years since the last 

MUMBLES appeared. And that was the MUMBLES 
READER, mostly stories. It's been five years 
since MUMBLES #4 came out, the last anthology 
of mainly comics. Now here is MUMBLES #6, a 
cross between the READER and the first four 
MUMBLES numbers, all stories by John E, ill¬ 
ustrated by six different artists. 

In 1983 I sent Steve Willis a long, ram¬ 
bling story about experiences in the Great 
Northwest titled THE GREAT AMERICAN PIPE DREAM. 
Steve suggested I send the story to Bob "X", 
then just getting XEX GRAPHIX off the ground 
with his buddy XNO. Bob liked the story and 
agreed to illustrate part of it titled SNAKE 
PARANOIA IN THE LAND OF OZ. It became a joint 
XEX/MUMBLES mini-comik published the following 
year. About the same time I'd become friendly 
with The Pizz, who was breaking on the scene 
with his great REVERAND BLOOD and CHRIST ON A 
CRUTCH comix. He agreed to illustrate a story 
titled FIRE AND SMOKE, which became the first 
(and last) CROSS COUNTRY COMIX PUB. James 
Waltman was next, illustrating a story I wrote 
as a take-off on Poe’s TELL TALE HEART titled 
YOU SMELL LIKE BLOOD. This was printed on 
blood-red paper, digest-size, and published by 
MUMBLES PUBLICATIONS. Margot did a fine job 
interpreting MODUS OPERANDI in 1986, this one 
published for the first time in these pages. 

Mary Fleener drew the panels for THEY WERE IN 
LOVE, which first came out as her first LIES 
THEY TELL comik, then it later appeared in 
SNARF #10. Her treatment of LOADED makes it’s 
debut here. George Velez illustrated THE BLOOD 
BATH, first published in THRESHOLD OF REALITY 
in 1987. Thanks to all these fine artists, 
those who are still in contact, and also those 
I've lost track of over the years. You see 
what I mean. 

John Eberly 3/89 

MUMBLES #6, March 1989. Copyright by MUMBLES PUBLICATIONS, P.O.Box 

8312, Wichita, Kansas 67208 USA. All rights revert to the author 

and illustrators upon publication. Send a SASE for complete catalog 
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modus Has donethis many times. shacks Bin ups.. .Wind andihe roar. 
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Once in awhile I cut myself— 
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One night 1 got really drunk 4 kept t 0SSin 9 empty Oeer bo t tles 
at the wastebasket by t he bathtub. 



but 1 missed every t ime.sending them hurling i^o t he tub 
where they exploded ^ broke. 

When I go t up t o t ake a piss I'd no t ice t he brown shards catching ligh t agains t t he whi t e porcelain, 
































































































Af t er I’d chucKed about a case in t here. I ran t he wa t er 
slowly hot, almosj t o t he t op. 
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I fell asleep, woke up swimming in my own blood. 
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